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THE VISION

September 2016

“Ga therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
and..teaching them te cbisewe all things that J have commanded you...”
Umen. Matthew 28:19-20

How to Keep the Blessings of God
This summer started out with bearable temper-
atures and cooling rain showers. In June, dur-
ing Vacation Bible School, the weather started
heating up and drying out. Then hot August hit
us in the middle of July with heat indexes
reaching 107 degrees!

Naturally, GPBC's very first Sports Camp was
conducted during those sun-filled and very hu-
mid evenings. Even though we were hot and
sticky feeling; we worked together as the Body
of Christ praising our Lord for His great bless-
ings!

Now that we are coming to the end of summer
vacation, the air will be changing to fall and
school will soon be underway. | encourage
everyone to join me in praying for God’s bless-
ings upon the new school year...and upon our
church family. | want to share some thoughts |
learned from Rick Warren on how to keep the
blessings of God...

1. Purity—If God is going to bless us continu-
ally—year after year—we have to be con-
sistent in the little things. We cannot take
for granted our quiet time, our moral integ-
rity, or our personal relationships. It's easy
to be so focused on other people that we
completely take for granted our own per-
sonal purity.

Moses was ready to lead the Israelites out
of captivity, but he also had to remain pure
in keeping his own family spiritually
focused upon God. This teaches us that
God will not excuse us for impurity in our
personal lives. Whatever setting we find
ourselves, stay true (pure) to the teachings
of God’s Word.

Maturity—God blesses us in ministry when
we keep growing and we grow by being
pruned. God will prune us in order for us to
grow richer, fuller, and mature for His
kingdom’s work. We mature through
studying God’s Holy Book, the Bible. We
also grow by coming to GPBC's times of
Bible study and worship. God’s way to
maturity is through pruning us by means of
studying the righteous life of Christ.

Jesus tells us in John 15 that the only way
to be fruitful is through pruning. When we
prune plants in our garden, we are not
cutting off the dead wood; we are cutting
away parts that are alive. For our ministry
to keep the blessings of God, He may
require us to prune some very good things
from our life and from our ministry.
Remember...pruning causes thicker more
vibrant growth!

Continued on Page 6
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The Alma Hunt Offering
for Virginia Missions Emphasis
September 11-18
Make It Count!

Baptists have a reputation of living out their convictions and making the
most of every chance to share the good news of the gospel at home and
around the world. As Virginia Baptists, we make it count together by
cooperating in sharing Christ and meeting human needs. The Alma
Hunt Offering for Virginia Missions and its corresponding projects help us
to make our lives and ministries count as one witnessing body in Christ!

The state missions offering is named after Alma Hunt because she was a
giant in Christian missions and specifically in the work of the Woman’s
Missionary Union. Her life was a mirror of her love of Jesus and her desire
was that ALL would know Him. In the spirit of Christ and in the legacy

of our past together, let's continue to make it count.

The goal for the Alma Hunt Offering for GPBC is $1,200. Your gifts make
it count for new churches, for Virginia Venturer (missionaries), for leader-
ship development for women and girls, for mental health education, for

our churches and much more! This offering allows us to be the church
facing the realities of today’s world. Together we will make it count!

Alma Hunt Offering materials will be available in your bulletin during
emphasis week and also on the WMU table in the Narthex. Please pray

about giving to help us meet our goal and perhaps as in
last year’s offering—surpass it!

EMPHASIS DATES »
September 11-18, 2016

OFFERING GOAL
$1,167,500

Offering for Virginia Missions

"Make the
most

of every

chance
you get.”
EPHESIANS 5:15-17
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Deacon of the Week Nursery Workers September Tellers
9/4—Jimmy Diggs 9/4—Beverly West Buddy Hogge
9/11—Buddy Hogge 9/11—Pauline Littell Ted Fisher
9/18—Gary Mangrum 9/18—Tracy Williams
9/25—Bill Breeden 9/25—Rebecca Joyce September Ushers:

Sonya Anthony
Stan Gandee

O n SEPTEMBER i cinic

Jamie Moore

Sun. Sch. Nursery
Sharon/Howard Warren

Older Children’s Church Younger Children’s Church
9/4—Sarah Saunders 9/4—Kristen Eifes/Tracy Williams
9/11—dJennifer/Derick Hall 9/11—dJennifer Podbesek/Sonya Anthony
9/18—Madison/Seth Gandee 9/18—Denise Gandee/Mallory Wagner
9/25—Charlene/John West 9/25—Laraine Sentz/Rachel Wells

1 sought for the greatness and genius of
America in her commodious harbors and her
ample rivers, and it was not there; in her fer-

tile fields and boundless prairies, and it was
not there; in her rich mines and her vast
world commerce, and it was not there.
Not until I went to the churches of America
and heard her pulpits aflame with righteous-
ness did I understand the secret of her genius
and power. America is great because she is
good and if America ever ceases to be good,
America will cease to be great.

—Alexis de Tocqueville, 1805—1859
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: Continued from page 1 e . T
3 Unity—If we look at the book of Acts, we will see that 10 times in the first five chapters i Bl Healthy Life
:  Scripture says that the church was ONE. When we have the unity of Acts, we will have  : = NEXT EXIT 20

the power of Acts and the blessings of Acts. God can overlook a lot. He can use a
church without buildings, without staff, without programs, and without great music. But
God will not excuse a lack of unity. God blesses unity. Always be about building up the
Body of Christ through unity!

God wants to bless us. He wants to open up the floodgates of heaven and rain down His
blessings upon His children of faith. God will bless us when we: guard the purity,
maturity, and unity within our schools and churches!

Pastor Bud Goude :

afternoons (12:30—3:30pm) beginning August 24th ‘

We hope this will not cause any inconvenience.




