
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEWEST CHURCH MEMBER: 

Debra Cowden 

5499 Gum Fork Road 

Gloucester, VA 23061 

832-3781 

 

DEAR FRIENDS Once again we rejoice as we celebrate the birth 

of Jesus.  How grateful we are to be members of such a loving 

church.  You are special to both of us.  Your prayers, phone calls, 

cards, and visits always bring us an extra portion of love.  We 

must give a special Thank You to Pastor Bud for his visits and 

continued concern for us.  How fortunate we are that he is our 

pastor!  Have a wonderful Christmas and a blessed New Year.   

—Josephine Kimsey and Sarah Starkey.   
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Advent Wreath Lighting (4th Sunday in Advent) 

Deacon:  Al West 

Deacon:   Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent.  Advent is a time of 

waiting.  We wait for God to send divine love and light into our dark 

world.   

Congregation:   How does this happen? 

Deacon:   God’s light comes through Jesus, who became a human 

being just like you and me, so that he could show us the way back 

to God’s divine love and light.   

Congregation:   Purify us, O God, by your daily visitation, so that 

when your Son Jesus Christ comes, he will find in us a mansion 

prepared for himself.  We thank you for this time of waiting.  We 

thank you that our time of waiting for Jesus is almost over.  May we 

await the Light of the World with joyful anticipation, through Christ 

our Lord.   

Deacon:   A reading from the prophet Micah:  “But thou, Bethlehem 

Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet 

out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 

whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.  There-

fore, will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth 

hath brought forth:  then the remnant of his brethren shall return 

unto the children of Israel.  And he shall stand and feed in the 

strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his 

God; and they shall abide:  for now, shall he be great unto the ends 

of the earth.  And this man shall be the peace…”  (Micah 5:2-5).   

Deacon:   We continue to wait for the coming of Jesus.  Each Sun-

day during Advent, we have begun in the dark, and then we have lit 

candles.  Today, we light the candles of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 

LOVE.   

First, second, third, fourth candles are lit  (PINK & 3 PURPLES) 

Deacon:   Each candle that we light reminds us that the Light of the 

World will soon come to us in the human form of Jesus.  Now, at 

the end of Advent, all four candles burn bright with the hope of God 

who will come to us.   

All:   Our time of waiting is almost over.  Blessed are we who, with 

Mary and Elizabeth, believe there will be a fulfillment of God’s 

promise to us.  May we prepare our hearts and minds for the com-

ing of Jesus.  When he comes to us, may we be ready to help him 

scatter the proud, bring down the powerful, lift up the lowly.  May 

God fill the hungry with good things.  May all of God’s people know 

fullness, justice, peace and love when the Light shines its bright-

ness over our world, when the Word becomes flesh and dwells 

among us.  Amen.   
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