
to those in need through His     
 servants who have been transformed by His amazing love and 
 grace. 

 As we continue our journey through the Gospel of Luke in our  
new quarterly, we come across an encounter between an expert in the 
Law of Moses and Jesus. This encounter followed the seventy  
disciples’ return to Jesus after He had sent them out to heal the sick 
and proclaim the Kingdom of God. 
 Following

“And, behold, a 

where Jesus had 
disciples. It may have, but 

way, this lawyer (KJV) or expert in 

 Being well versed in 

to be able to explain it. 
Luke knew 

in  
describing his reason for  
questioning Jesus.

instructed
lead him, if possible, to contradict 

sarcastically. He was vainly trying to catch Jesus in His 
words. Notice his question,  
Let’s follow along and see how Jesus answers in verse 26. 

 So, Jesus retorts by putting the spotlight on the expert. After all, he 
should be able to explain the Law, r Verse 27 

answer— 

 with all thy mind; and thy neighbour

thieves. 
Now we’ll follow 
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Samaritan 

stranger. He applied first aid 
to the best of his ability, bandaging his wounds and administering olive 
oil and wine, which had medicinal properties. 
 condition, the Samaritan went 
even further by putting him on his own animal and taking him to an 
inn where he took care of him though the night. Apparently, the  

him to get on his way in the  
with the 

of two day’s work for a common laborer. Again, this very 
caring Samaritan went yet further by promising to pay the innkeeper  

1. 

2. 

for any additional care that would  
exceed the two pence he already paid 
him. As we approach the conclusion of 
this encounter between Jesus and the 
lawyer, we’ll notice how Jesus gets to 
the heart of the matter—  
“36Which now of these three, thinkest 
thou, was neighbour unto him that fell 
among the thieves? 37And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then 
said Jesus thou likewise.”  
 Jesus flipped the question the lawyer asked Him about the  
neighbor issue, and it certainly was His prerogative to due so. He is the 
Master and has every right to set things in proper order. Jesus was 

 
neighbor to be. It’s more basic that we be a neighbor to others. God is 
the ultimate initiator. He wants us to be like Him, so He wants His  
children to initiate friendship and neighborliness to others and not 
wait for them to make the first move.  
 At the conclusion of the parable, Jesus told the lawyer to go and do 

 
neighbor to those in need. 
 As we grow in our relationship with the Lord, let’s strive to be God’s 
instruments, showing mercy and compassion to those He puts in our 
path. Let us seek His will as to the best way to help others. As we do 
so, we will be God’s hands extended, and He will be glorified! 

 Parables say so much with relatively few words. On page 15 of our 
quarterly, we find a very good definition of a parable, and it certainly 
applies to the one we just studied— 

 “The definition of a parable as ‘an earthly story with a heavenly  

responses to real-life situations and, in so doing, uncover hearers’ true 
attitudes. Parables appear both in the Old Testament  
(see Judg. 9:7-15; Sam.12:1-4) and in Greek literature prior to Jesus’ 
day. However, Jesus perfected the use of parables in His teaching  
ministry.” 

How are you challenged by Jesus’ story? In what ways could you 
demonstrate your neighborly love for someone this week?


